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The	Rider	Wait	Tarot:	‘The	Fool’	and	‘The	World’	
The archetypal Fool of Tarot sets out with his dog 
on a quest for the unknown; he knows not where 
he heads or why, but nevertheless takes a leap of 
faith. Through his personal odyssey, the Fool is 
awakened and matures to a fully enlightened and 
initiated being; such are the themes of the Indian 
Vedas and Tantra. Yeats was a user of Tarot and 



























































archetypal	Fool	as	expressed	within	the	Tarot.	This	is	not	to	say	that	the	Italian-																																																								7	Neil Mann, ‘A Vision: Ideas of God and Man’, in Yeats Annual, 8, ed. by Warwick Gould (London: Palgrave, 
Macmillan, 1991), p. 164.	8	For	a	succinct	introduction	to	the	khandhas,	see	Chapter	Three	of	Susan	Hamilton’s	Indian	Philosophy:	A	Very	
Short	Introduction	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2001).	9	Brahmanism	divides	this	top-down	triangle	or	cone	into	four	distinct	levels;	these	are	expressed	as	parts	of	the	human	body	with	the	Brahman	as	the	head	and	the	Untouchable	as	the	feet.	





















































































































Mike	 	 	 The	cure.	
	
Congal		 	 	 	 Why,	that	is	easy	said;	
	 	 	 An	old	campaigner	is	the	cure	
	 	 	 For	everything	that	woman	dreams	–	
	 	 	 Even	I	myself,	had	I	but	time.	
	
Mike	 	 	 Seven	men.	
	
Congal		 	 	 	 This	man	of	learning	means	
	 	 	 That	seven	men	packed	into	a	day	
	 	 	 And	not	a	wealth-stained,	war-battered	
	 	 	 Old	campaigner	such	as	I,	
	 	 	 Are	needed	to	melt	down	the	snow	










































































































	 	 	 Only	the	women	of	these	rocks,	
	 	 	 Betrothed	or	married	to	the	Herne,	
	 	 	 The	god	or	ancestor	of	hernes,	
	 	 	 Can	eat,	handle,	or	look	upon	those	eggs.’29	
																																																									27	W.B.	Yeats,	A	Vision	(London:	Macmillan,	1962,	second	ed.	1937),	p.	33.	28	 W.B.	Yeats,	ibid,	p.	237.		‘Sometimes	individuals	are	primary	and	antithetical	to	one	another	joined	by	a	bond	so	powerful	that	they	form	a	common	gyre	or	series	of	gyres.	This	gyre	or	these	gyres	nor	greater	gyre	may	be	able	to	break	till	exhaustion	comes.	Sometimes,	however,	a	single	relationship	will	repeat	itself,	turning	its	revolving	wheel	again	and	again,	especially,	my	instructors	say,	when	there	has	been	strong	sexual	passion.	All	such	passions,	they	say,	contain	‘cruelty	and	deceit’.’			29	W.B.	Yeats,	The	Herne’s	Egg	(London:	Macmillan,	1991,	first	ed.	1938),	p.	45.	




























































































command	to	write,	the	nightingales	[Vedic	Fools]	aimlessly;	but	when	the	Emperor																																																									32	Daniel Albright, Yeats, Pound, Asia, and the Music of the Body. The Meaning of the Flute in Modernist Music and 
Poetry (Hong Kong: Guangzhou University, 2010), p. 11. 33	Daniel	Albright	ibid,		p.	5.	34	Ibid,	p.	7.	See	Ezra	Pound	and	the	Visual	Arts,	Ed.	by	Harriet	Zinnes	(New	York:	New	Directions,	1980)	p	207	35	Ibid,	p.	7.	36	Ibid,	p.	8.	37	Ibid,	p.	9.	Original	text:	‘Kutsu’s	prose	song	becomes	a	physical	object,	pasted	onto	the	sky,	“hung	with	the	sun	and	moon.”	While	the	poet	awaits	the	Emperor’s	command	to	write,	the	nightingales	sing	aimlessly;	but	when	the	Emperor	appears,	the	nightingales’	song	seems	to	relocate	itself,	get	enclosed	in	the	flute’s	pipes:	the	flute	arrests	the	lovely	birdsong,	puts	it	in	order,	assimilates	it	into	itself.	Then,	it	was	aimless;	now,	it	is	art.’		
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